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STATE OF NEW YORK. 

No. 459. 

IN ASSEMBLY, 

February 3, 1893. 

Introduced by Mr. Farouhar— read once and referred to the commit¬ 
tee on ways and means. 

AN ACT 

To establish an epileptic colony. 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and 
Assembly , do enact as follows: 

SONYEA COI.ONY. 

Section I. There shall be established in Livingston County in this 
State, a colony for epileptics, to be known as the Sonyea Colony. 

OBJECTS OP SUCH COI.ONY. 

\ 2. The objects of such colony shall be to secure the humane, 
curative, scientific and economical treatment and care of epileptics, ex¬ 
clusive of insane epileptics, to fulfill which design there shall be pro¬ 
vided, among other things, a tract of fertile and productive land, in a 
healthful situation, with an abundant supply of wholesome water, 
sufficient means for drainage and disposal of sewage and sanitary condi¬ 
tions; and there shall be furnished, among other necessary structures, 
cottages for dormitory and domicilary uses, buildings for an infirmary, 
a school house and a chapel, workshops for the proper teaching and 
productive prosecution of trades and industries; all of which structures 
shall be substantial and attractive, but plain and moderate in cost, and 
arranged on the colony or village plan, 

MANAGERS OF THE COLONY. 

| 3. There shall be a board of nine managers of the Sonyea Colony, 
seven of whom shall be men and two of whom shall be women, ap¬ 
pointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate. Two of said managers shall be well-educated physicians; and 
all of them shall be citizens of the State, and residents, respectively, as 
follows: One in each of the eight judicial districts of the State, with one 
additional manager for the city and county of New York; but no man¬ 
ager shall reside in the town where said colony is located, or in Living¬ 
ston County. The full term of office of each appointed manager shall be 
eight years, after the first appointments; and the term of office of one of 
such managers shall expire anuually. To effect such order of expiration of 
terms of managers, the first appointments shall be made for the respect¬ 
ive terms of eight, seven, six, five, four, three, two and one years. Ap¬ 
pointments of successors, and of persons to fill vacancies occuring by 
death, resignation or failure in attendance at meetings, shall be made 
without unnecessary delay. Failure of any manager to attend in each 
year the whole of two stated meetings of the board, shall cause a 
vacancy in his office. The managers shall receive no compensation for 
their services, but shall be allowed their reasonable traveling and official 
expenses, when duly verified and approved by an auditing committee 
of the board, and duly presented to the treasurer of the colony for 
payment. 
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I 4. The board of managers within sixty days of their appointment, 
shall submit to the attorney-general the land contract with option in 
the State, reported to the legislature by the State Board of Charities at 
this session, and an official search and abstract of the title of the tract 
of land described in said contract, containing eighteen hundred acres, 
more or less, lately occupied and owned by the United Society of Chris¬ 
tian Believers, situated in Livingston County; and if such title be 
approved by the attorney-general, and certified by him to be good and 
free from incumbrance, the board of managers shall, within thirty days 
thereafter, accept a good and sufficient deed of conveyance of said tract 
of land to the State, to be approved by the attorney-general; and there¬ 
upon the treasurer of the State, on the warrant of the comptroller, shall 
pay therefore, as hereinafter provided, the consideration of one hundred 
and twenty-five thousand dollars, with proportionate reduction for 
deficiency, if any, i« the quantity of land, which is assumed in said 
contract to be at least eighteen hundred acres for said purchase price. 
Provided, that if such title shall not be approved, or such deed \vith a 
good title free from incumbrance cannot be secured, the board of man¬ 
agers shall, as soon as practicable, report the tacts to the legislature. 

BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

$ 5. Upon securing the conveyance of said tract of land to the 
State, with the approval of the attorney-general as aforesaid, the board 
of managers shall immediately put the premises thus conveyed into 
proper condition for reception of patients; and shall receive them grad¬ 
ually and as rapidly as practicable ; and for such uses and purposes, 
shall utilize the present buildings and improvements upon said premises, 
and adopt a general design including the same and the recommendations 
of the State Board of Charities in its said report, and subsequently from 
the beginning to the end make all buildings and improvements sub¬ 
serve such design and recommendations and true economy. 

DONATIONS IN TRUST. 

it 6. The managers may take and hold in trust for the State any 
grant or devise of laud, or any gift or bequest of money, or other per¬ 
sonal property, or any donation, to be applied, principle or income, or 
both, to the maintenance and education of epileptics and the general 
uses of the colony. 

STATE HOARD OK CHARITIES. 

\ 7. The board of managers of the Sonyea Colony shall annually, 
on or before the first day of November, for the preceding fiscal year 
ending September thirtieth, report to the State Board of Charities the 
affairs and conditions of the colony, with full and detailed estimates of 
the next appropriation required for maintenance and ordinary' uses and 
repairs, and of special appropriations, if any, needed for extraordinary- 
repairs, renewals, extensions, improvements, betterments or other nec¬ 
essary objects; as also for the erection of additional buildings needed 
by reason of overcrowding, and in order to prevent the same, or to meet 
the need of sufficient accomodations for patients seeking admission to 
the colony; and the State Board of Charities shall, in its annual report to 
the legislature, certify w-hat appropriations are, in its opinion, necessary 
or proper. The said colony shall be subject to the visitation and super¬ 
vision, and to the general powers of the State Board of Charities. 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF MANAGERS. 

? 8. Five members of the board of managers shall constitute a quorum 
for the transaction of business. The board shall have the government 
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of the patients, officers, employees, inmates and inhabitants of the 
colony, and the general direction and control of all the persons, prop¬ 
erty and concerns of the colony not otherwise provided for by law; 
including the purchase of supplies and of raw materials for the trades 
and industries of the colony, and the sale and disposal of the manu¬ 
factured product and produce of the land, through its officers or agents, 
and the supply of necessary assistance to educate and profitably employ 
the labor of the patients; and shall take charge of the general interests 
of the colony, and see that its general design is carried into effect, and 
everything done faithfully’ and according to the requirements of the 
legislature and by-laws, rules and regulations of the colony. The man¬ 
agers shall elect from their number a president and a secretary, and 
may secure a seal. Documents and papers may be attested by the secre¬ 
tary with or without a seal; and, when attested under seal, shall be 
received in evidence as if duly acknowledged before an officer author¬ 
ized to take acknowledgments of deeds. The managers shall establish 
such by-laws as they may deem necessary or expedient for regulating 
the appointments, powers and duties of officers, teachers, attendants and 
assistants; for fixing the conditions of admission, treatment education, 
support and discharge of patients; and for conducting in a proper man¬ 
ner the business of the colony'; and they shall ordain and enforce a 
suitable system of rules and regulations for the internal government, 
discipline and management of the colony. The managers shall maintain 
an effective inspection of the affairs and management of the colony', for 
which purpose they shall meet at the institution at least twice in each 
year, at such times as the by-laws shall prescribe, provided that their 
annual meeting shall be held on the fifteenth day of October. A com¬ 
mittee of three managers, to be appointed by' the board at the annual 
meeting thereof, shall visit the colony’ once in every month, and per¬ 
form such other duties and exercise such other powers as shall be pre¬ 
scribed in the by-laws or directed by the board. The board shall keep 
in a bound book, to be provided for the purpose, a fair and full record 
ot all its doings, which shall be open at all times to the inspection of 
its members, the members and officers of the State Board of Charities, 
and all persons whom the governor or either house of legislature may' 
appoint to examine the same. 

OFFICERS OF THE COLONY. 

$ 9. The board of managers shall appoint, outside its members, two 
officers, namely; A superintendent of the colony, who shall be a well 
educated physician and a graduate of a legally chartered medical col¬ 
lege, with an experience of at least five years in the actual practice of 
his profession, including at least one year’s actual experience in a gen¬ 
eral hospital, and who shall be certified as qualified by the civil service 
commission after a competive examination; and a treasurer, who shall 
reside in the county of Livingston, and shall give an undertaking to the 
people of the State for the faithful performance of his trust, in such 
penal sum and form, and with such sureties as the comptroller shall 
approve. Said officers and each of them may be discharged or sus¬ 
pended at any time by the said board, in its discretion. The superin¬ 
tendent shall appoint a steward and a matron, who, with the superin¬ 
tendent, shall constantly reside in the colony, and he shall employ an 
experienced and competent bookkeeper and such teachers, attendants 
and assistants as he may think necessary or proper economically and 
efficiently to carry into effect the design of the colony; and he shall 
prescribe their several duties and places, and fix their compensation; 
and he may, at any time, in his discretion, suspend or discharge any of 
them. The board shall determine the annual salaries and allowances of 
the superintendent, steward and matron, not exceeding, in addition to 
maintenance supplies, the following sums for salaries: Four thousand 
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dollars to the superintendent; fifteen hundred dollars to the steward; 
one thousand dollars to the matron; and the board shall determine the 
annual salary of the treasurer of the colon}', not exceeding two thou¬ 
sand dollars. Such salaries and allowances shall be paid quarterly, on 
the first days of October, Januarjq April and July, each year, by the 
treasurer of the colony, on presentation of bills therefore, audited, al¬ 
lowed and certified, as prescribed in the by-laws. 

DOTIES OF SUPERINTENDENT. 

'h io. The superintendent shall be the chief executive officer of the 
colony, and subject to the supervision and control of the board of man¬ 
agers. He shall discharge the following, among other duties: 

1. Oversee and secure the individual treatment and personal care of 
each and every patient of the colony while resident therein, and the 
proper oversight of all the inhabitants thereof. 

2. Have the general superintendence of the buildings, grounds and 
farm, with their furniture, fixtures and stock, and the direction and 
control of all persons employed in and about the same. 

3. Give, from time to time, such orders and instructions as he may 
deem best calculated to induce good conduct, fidelity and economy in 
any department of labor or of education, or of treatment of patients. 

4. Maintain salutory discipline among all employes, patients, and 
inhabitants of the colony, and enforce strict compliance with his in¬ 
structions and uniform obedience to all the rules and regulations of the 
colony. 

5. Cause full and fair accounts and records of the entire business 
and operations of the colony, with the conditions and prospects of the 
patients, to be kept regularly from day to day, in books provided for 
that purpose. 

6. See that such accounts and records shall be fully made up to the 
first days of April aud October in each year, and that the principal facts 
and results, with his report thereon, be presented to the board at its 
semi-annual meetings. 

7. Conduct the official correspondence of the colony, and keep a 
record or copy of all letters written by himself and by his clerks and 
agents, and files of all letters received by him or them. 

8. Prepare and present to the board, at its semi-annual meetings, a 
true aud perfect inventory of all the personal property and effects be¬ 
longing to the colony, and account, when required by the board, for 
the careful keeping aud economical use of all furniture, stores aud other 
articles furnished for the colony. 

9. Keep a record of all applications for admission of patients, and 
enter, in a book to be provided aud kept for that purpose, at the time of 
admission of each patient to the colony, a minute, with the date, name, 
residence of the patient, and of the persons on whose application he is 
received, with a copy of the application, statement, certificate and all 
other papers received relating to such epileptic patient, the originals of 
which he shall file and carefully preserve, and certified copies whereof 
he shall forthwith transmit to to the State Board of Charities. 

DUTIES OF TREASURER. 

b 11. The treasurer, among his other duties, shall perform the fol¬ 
lowing : 

1. Have the custody of all moneys, mortgages and other securities 
and obligations belonging to the colony. 

2. Keep a full and accurate account of all receipts and payments, in 
such form as directed in the by-laws, and such other accounts as shall 
be required of him by the managers. 



STATE COLONY FOR EPILEPTICS. 


267 

3. Balance all the accounts on his books on the first day of each 
October, and make a statement thereof, and an abstract of all the re¬ 
ceipts and payments of the past year; and within three days thereafter 
deliver the same to the auditing committee of the managers, who shall 
compare the same with his books and vouchers, and verify the same by 
a following comparison with the books of the superintendent, and cer¬ 
tify the correctness thereof to the managers at their annual meeting. 

4. Render a quarterly statement of his receipts and payments to 
such auditing committee who shall, in like manner as above, compare, 
verify, report and certify the result thereof to the managers at their 
annual meeting, who shall cause the same to be recorded in one of the 
books of the colony. 

5. Render a further account of the state of his books, and of the 
funds and other property in his custody, whenever required by the 
managers. 

6. Receive for the use of the colony any and all sums'of money 
which may be due upon any obligations or securities in his hands be¬ 
longing to the colony; and any and all sums charged and due to the 
asylum for the support of any patient therein, or for actual disburse¬ 
ments made in his behalf for necessary clothing and traveling expenses; 
and any and all sums of money due to the colony. 

7. Prosecute an action in the name of the people of the State to 
recover any sum of money that may be due or owing to the colony from 
all resources; including the bringing of suit for breach of contract 
between private patients, or their guardians, and the managers of the 
colony. 

8. Execute a case and satisfaction of a mortgage, judgment or other 
lien in favor of the colony when paid, so that the same may be dis¬ 
charged from record. 

9. Pay the salaries of the superintendent, the treasurer, the matron 
and the steward of the colony, and of all employes duly appointed as 
aforesaid, and the disbursements of the officers and members of the 
board as aforesaid. The treasurer shall have power to employ counsel, 
subject to the approval of the board of managers. 

DESIGNATION AND ADMISSION OF PATIENTS. 

$12. There shall be received and gratuitously supported in the 
colony, epileptics residing in each judicial district, who, if of age, are 
unable, or, if under age, whose parents or guardians are unable to 
provide for their support therein; and who shall be designated as State 
patients. Such additional number of epileptics, whether of age or 
under age, as can be conveniently accommodated, shall be received into 
the colony by the managers on such terms as shall be just; and shall be 
designated as private patients. Epileptic children shall be received 
into the colony only upon the written request of the persons desiring to 
send them, stating the age, place of nativity, if known, Christian and 
surname, the town, city or county, in which such children respectively 
reside, and the ability of their respective parents or guardians or others 
to provide for their support in whole or in part, and if in part onfy, 
stating what part; and stating, also, the degree of relationship or other 
circumstances of connection between the patients and the persons 
requesting their admission; which statements, in all cases of State 
patients, must be verified by the affidavits of the petitioners and of 
two disinterested persons, and accompanied by the opinion of a qualified 
physician, all residents of the same county with the epileptic patient, 
and acquainted with the facts and circumstances stated, and who must 
be certified to be credible by the county judge or surrogate of the 
county; and such judge or surrogate must also certify, in each case, 
that such State patient is an eligible and proper candidate for admission 
to the colony. State patients, whether of age or under age, may also 
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be received into the colony, upon the official application of a county 
superintendent of the poor, or of the commissioners of charity or over¬ 
seers of the poor of cities having such officers. It shall be the duty of 
the superintendent of the poor in every county, and of the overseer, 
commissioner or board of commissioners of every city having super¬ 
vision of the poor, to furnish annually to the State Board of Charities, 
a list of all epileptics in their respective jurisdictions so far as the same 
can be ascertained, with such particulars as to the condition of each 
epileptic as shall be prescribed by the said State board. Whenever an 
epileptic shall become a charge for his or her maintenance on an}' of 
the towns, cities or counties of this State, it shall be the duty of all 
overseers or charity commissioners, or other officers of the poor of such 
city, and of the county superintendent of the poor, and of the super¬ 
visors of such county, to place such epileptic in the said colon}'. Any 
parent, guardian or friend of an epileptic child within this State may 
make application to the overseer or charity commissioner or board of 
commissioners or other officers having charge of the poor of any city, or 
the superintendent of the poor of any county, or the board of super¬ 
visors or any supervisor of such county where such child may be, show¬ 
ing oy satisfactory affidavit or other proof, that the health, morals, 
comfort or welfare of such child may be endangered or not properly 
cared for if not placed in such colony; and thereupon it shall be the 
duty of such overseer, charity commissioner, poor officer, superintendent 
of the poor, or supervisor, or board of supervisors to whom such appli¬ 
cation may be made, to place such child in the said colony, provided 
that in all cases not properly coming under section thirteen, relating to, 
the support of State patients, the board of supervisors shall provide for 
the support of such cases, and may recover the same from the parents 
or guardians of such children. In the admission of patients, preference 
shall always be given to the poor or indigent epileptics or the epileptic 
children of poor or indigent persons, over all others; and preference 
shall always be given to such as are able to support themselves only in 
part, or who have parents able to support them only in part, over those 
who are able, or who have parents who are able wholly to furnish such 
support. 

SUPPORT OF STATK PATIENTS. 

5 13. Each indigent patient and each patient who is the child of 
indigent parents received into the colony as aforesaid, shall be provided 
with proper board, lodging, medical treatment, care and tuition; and 
shall be denominated State patient; and the managers of the colony 
shall receive for each of such patients so provided for, the sum neces¬ 
sary for such provision and purpose, not to exceed the sum of two 
hundred and fifty dollars per annum, the intent of this act being that 
the colony shall be self-supporting so far as practicable; which pay¬ 
ments, if any, shall be made by the treasurer of the State on the 
warrant of the comptroller, to the treasurer of the said colony, on his 
presenting the bill of the actual time and number of patients in the 
colony, signed and verified by the superintendent and treasurer of the 
colony, and by the president and secretary of its board of managers. 
The supervisors of any county from which such State patients may liave 
been received into the colony, shall cause to be raised annually, while 
such patients remain in the colony, the sum of thirty dollars, for the 
purpose of furnishing suitable clothing for each of such State patients; 
and the same shall be paid to the treasurer of the colony, on or before 
the first day of April of each year. 

THE SUPPORT OF PRIVATE PATIENTS. 

'i 14. The superintendent of the colony may agree with any epi¬ 
leptic who may be of age, or his committee or guardian, or with the 
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parents, guardian or committee of any epileptic child, or with any 
person, for the entire or partial support, maintenance, clothing, tuition, 
training, care and treatment of such epileptic in the colony, on such 
terms and conditions as may be prescribed in the by-laws or approved 
by the managers. Every parent, guardian, committee or other person 
applying for the admission into the colony of an epileptic who is or 
whose parents or guardians are of sufficient ability to provide for his 
support and maintenance therein, shall, at the time of his admission, 
deliver to the superintendent an obligation with one or more sureties, 
to be approved by the superintendent and treasurer, in such manner 
and penalty as the managers shall prescribe, to the effect that the 
obligors will pay to the treasurer of the colony all sums of money at 
such time or times as shall be so agreed upon, and remove such 
epileptic from the colony, free of expense to the managers within 
twenty days after the service of the notice hereinafter provided for. If 
such epileptic, his parents or guardian are of sufficient ability to pay 
only a part of the expenses of supporting and maintaining him at the 
institution, such undertaking shall be only for such partial support and 
maintenance and for removal from the institution as above mentioned; 
and the superintendent may take security by such obligation, or in his 
discretion by note or other written agreement, with or without sureties, 
as he may deem proper, for such part of such expenses as the epileptic, 
his parents or guardians are able to pay; but such exercise of discretion 
shall be subject to the approval of the treasurer and a committee of 
the managers, in a manner that shall be prescribed in the by-laws. 
Notice to remove a patient shall be in writing, signed by the superin¬ 
tendent and directed to the epileptic, his parents, guardian, committee 
or other person upon whose request the patient was received at the 
colony, at the place of residence mentioned in such request, and de¬ 
posited in the post-office at Sonyea, or any post-office in Livingston 
county, with the postage prepaid. 

DISCHARGE OF PATIENTS. 

§ 15. The superintendent of the colony, with the approval of the 
managers or of its committee duly empowered, shall have power to 
discharge patients,provided: that no epileptic patient shall be returned to 
any poor-house, directly through a superintendent of the poor, or other¬ 
wise. In case a patient, not an epileptic, shall be sent to the colony, 
through mistaken diagnosis of his disease, or other cause, and there 
received, such patient shall be returned to, and the traveling expenses 
of such return shall be paid by the person who sent him or her to the 
colony. Should an epileptic patient become insane, and be so certified 
as prescribed by the statute, such patient, if a State patient, shall be 
sent to the State hospital of the district of which he was a resident just 
prior to his admission to the colony, or, if a resident of New York, to 
the asylum of that county, or, if a resident of Kings to the asylum of 
that county. Said State patient shall be sent to said State hospital, or 
county asylum, in a manner prescribed by the State Commission in 
Lunacy, at the expense of the State, and any State hospital or county 
asylum to which said patient is to be sent may be required, by and 
under the regulations made by said commission, to send a trained 
attendent to bring the patient to the hospital or asylum In all cases 
there shall be provided a female attendant for every female patient. 
The bills for the reasonable expenses incurred in the transportation 
of State patients to and from the State hospitals, or asylums of New 
York and Kings counties, after they have been approved in writing 
by the State commission in lunacy, shall be paid by the treasurer 
of the State on the warrant of the comptroller from the funds pro 
vided for the support of the State hospitals. In case any insane 
patient, his relatives, guardians or friends desire that he may become 
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an inmate of any State hospital situated beyond the limits of the 
district of which he was formerly a resident, or outside of New York 
and Kings, if a resident of either of those counties, and there be 
sufficient accommodation in such State hospital to receive him, he shall 
be received there upon the same grounds and terms, and the same in all 
respects as are or may be at any time provided by law respecting trans¬ 
fers of other insane persons. Private patients, who may become insane 
and are so certified, as percsribed by law, shall be committed, subject to 
the regulations of the State Commission in Lunacy, to such institution 
for the insane as may be designated by such patient, his or her relatives, 
guardians or friends, all traveling and other expenses of removal to be 
paid by them. After any patient has been delivered to the managers 
or officers of any of said hospitals or asylums, the care and custody of 
the managers of the colony over such insane person shall cease; and 
after any patient shall, as aforesaid, be so certified to be insane as 
prescribed by law, such patient shall come under the supervision of the 
State Commission in Lunacy'. 

APPORTIONMENT OF STATE PATIENTS. 

I 16. Whenever applications are made at one time for admission of 
more State patients than can be properly accommodated in the colony, 
the managers shall so apportion the number received, that each county 
may be represented in a ratio of its dependent epileptic population to 
the dependent epileptic population of the State, as shown by statistics 
furnished by the State Board of Charities. 

NOTICE OF OPENING OF COLONY. 

| 17. So soon as the colony shall be ready for the reception of 
patients, it shall be the duty of the board of managers officially to notify 
the county clerks and the clerks of the boards of supervisors of the 
respective counties of the State, and the secretary of the State Board of 
Charities; and to furnish said clerks of the counties and of the boards 
of supervisors with the suitable blanks for admission and entrustments 
of epileptics to such colony. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

| 18. The sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, or so 
much thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated for the 
purposes of this act, out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. The treasurer of the State shall, on the warrant of the 
comptroller, pay to the treasurer of the board of managers of said 
colony, such sum as may, from time to time, be required for the 
purchase of land, improvement and betterments, erection of build¬ 
ings and furnishing the same, heating, lighting and ventilating the 
same, and putting the lands and buildings into proper condition for the 
reception of patients, not to exceed one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars for the purchase of the land as hereinbefore provided, 
and not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars for such other purposes, 
provided, that such purposes and all requirements upon which such 
payments shall be made, shall be certified to the comptroiler by said 
board of managers, in writing, specifying the items, the purposes for 
which the said sums are required, and be verified by the affidavit 
of the superintendent and treasurer of the colony, aud of the president 
and secretary and majority of the said board of managers. 

(S 19. This act shall take effect immediately. 



